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ANNUAL  REPORTS 
OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR 

THE  KINGS  WOOD  URBAN  AREA 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1948 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Kingswood  Urban  District  Council. 

Mlra  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gent  lemon, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  the  Public  Health  Services  for  the  year  1948,  The  report  is 
the  54th  of  the  serios  presented  to  the  Council  since  the 
formation  of  the  Urban  District  in  1894  and  is  submitted  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  based 
on  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General. 

1.  STATISTICS’  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIO® 

OF  THE  AREA , 


( a ) General  Statistics, 


1948 

Area  of  District  , , 0 , , 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate 
mid-year ) ...  ...  . « , 

Elevation  above  sea-level  (Hopewell  Hill)., 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  December  (Rate 

B O OkS  ) « o . .o.  o.e  ... 

Estimated  No.  void  houses  (December)  ... 

Rateable  Value  (31,12/48)  ...  ... 

Sum  presented  by  penny  rate  (year  47/48).,. 


( b ) S oclal  Conditions. 

Generally  speaking  the  level  of  employment  in  the  district  has  b©' 
satisfactory.  There  has  been  no  special  incidence  of  infectious 
disease  and  the  health  of  the  district  remains  good.  I can  only 
report  the  statement  made  last  year  that  the  greatest  social  need  is 
the  necessity  for  the  provision  of  more  houses  so  as  to  enable  family 
units  to  live  under  decent  conditions.  The  Council’s  housing  record 
shows  the  extent  of  the  success  which  has  been  achieved  within  the 
limits  of  restrictions  necessarily  imposed.  The  advent  of  the  Nation? 
Health  Scheme  which  came  into  full  operation  on  the  5th  July  1949  mar] 
the  beginning  of  a new  era  in  the  welfare  state.  Properly  and  wisely 
used  it  can  be  of  inestimable  benefit  to  the  community. 


153  0 
acres 

18,73  0 
373  ft 


5148 

Nil 

£85,  53  5 
£337 


(‘ 
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Table  show  ing  Principal  Caus  es  of  De  a t h , 194  8 . 


Cause  of  Death 

Und.  i 

lyr. 

1-5  | 

yrs  I 

5-15  | 

yrs 

15-25 

yrs 

25-45  | 
yrs  | 

45-65  j 
yrs  | 

65-75 

yrs 

75  & 

over 

Total 

1,  Typhoid  & para-typhoic 

fevers ...  ... 

. 

; 

i 

2. C erebro-s pirn  1 fever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3. Scarlet  Fever  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

| 

- 

- 

- 

4. Who oping  Cough  ... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

X 

5. Diphtheria  . . , 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 . Tuberculos is  of 

respiratory  system.. 

3 

5 

1 

1 

10 

7. Other  forms  of 

tuberc  ulos  is  ... 

_ 

. 

1 

1 

8. Syphilitic  disease.. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 , Influenza 

- 

- 

- 

_ j 

- 

1 

- 

1 

10.  Meas les . , ... 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11. Acute  poliomyelitis 
& polioencephalitis. 

! 

12, Acute  infectious 

encephalit  is  ... 

_ 

mm 

j 

i 

1 

13,  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity 
& oesophagus  (males) 

1 

1 

14,  Cancer  of  uterus  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

15, Cancer  of  stomach  and 
duodenum,  . . , 

1 

5 

6 

5 

17 

16, Cancer  of  breast  ... 

- 

- 

.. 

3 

3 

1 

- 

7 

17  .Cancer  of  all  other 

s it  es  , , , , , , 

10 

10 

1 

21 

18. Diabetes.  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

19,  Intra-crania  1 vascula: 
les ions , . ... 

3 

6 

8 

17 

20, Heart  Disease  ..... 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

10 

13 

20 

47 

21. Other  diseases  of  the 
circulatory  system.. 

. 

. 

*■» 

2 

3 

1 

6 

22 . Br  onchit  is  ... 

_ 

— 

mm 

- 

1 

3 

3 

7 

23 . Pneumonia 

1 

- 

. - 

- 

1 

4 

4 

10 

24. Other  respiratory 
dis  eas  es . ... 

1 

1 

2 

25,  Ulcerat  i on  of  the 
stomach  & duodenum.. 

t | 

26, Diarrhoea  (under  2yrs 
of  age  ). . 

. 

. 

27. Appendic it  is  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

28. Other  digestive 

dis  eas  es  , ... 

.. 

1 

1 

1 

3 

29 , Nephr it  is  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

2 

6 

3 0,  Puerperal  & post- 
abortive s eps  is  ... 

_ 

31,  Other  maternal 

cs  ns  os  • • • • • • 

1 

. 

1 

32. Premature  birth  ... 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

33 . Congenital  malformat- 
ions, birth  injury, 
infantile  dis  j ... 

3 

3 

34  .Suic ide,  • ... 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

35. Road  traffic  accidents 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

36. Other  violent  causes 

- 

- 

1 

— 

** 

1 

- 

- 

2 

37, All  other  causes  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3 

1 

4 

10 

TOTALS  : 

6 

1 

2 

3 

17 

43 

55 

53 

18  0 

I 


Table  showing  Incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  In  Age  Groups,  1948. 
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Table  showing  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  in  Wards. 

1948  . 


Dis  eas  e 

Nort  h 

S outh 

East 

Wes  t 

Mount 

Hill 

Di^teheria  ...  ... 

1 

- 

-• 

- 

- 

S carle t Peve r ... 

2 

4 

2 

6 

3 

Meas las  ...  ... 

74 

90 

86 

65 

43 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

14 

37 

20 

22 

30 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

- 

4 

2 

3 

- 

Erys ipelas  ...  ... 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

Poliomyelitis.  . ... 

- 

M 

1 

- 

- 

Meningit is  . . . ... 

2 

- 

- 

- 

" 

■ . ; 1 1 
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Table  showing  New  Cases  and  Deaths  (Tuberculosis) 

- 

Ago"  Croups 

1948 


NEW 

CASES 

T 

j 

DEATHS 

“i 

AGE 

Res  pirat ory 

Non- 

Res  pi  rat  ory 

Res  pi 

rat  ory 

Non- 

Res  pirat ory 

M 

E 

iv; 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 year  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-5  years  . ,. 

2 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-15  years  ... 

1 

1 

2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-25  years  . . . 

4 

2 

- 

- 

1 

3 

- 

- 

25-35  years  . . . 

3 

1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

35-4 5 yea rs  ... 

1 

2 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

45-55  years  . . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55-6  5 yea  rs  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  upwards  . . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

TOTALS  . . . 

14 

6 

3 

5 

5 

5 

- 

1 

Table  showing  Tuberculosis  Cases 
1948 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  193  7 & 194-8 
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Prescribed  particulars  which  are  required  by  Section  128(3) 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  with  respect  to  matters  which  are 
administered  by  the  District  Council. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  THE  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 
( T NO  LIJDING  INS  PEC  TI QNS  FADE  BY  SANIT  ARY  INSPECTOR) . 


Prem is  es 

dumber 

on 

Regis  ter 

Number  of 

Ins  pe  cti  ons 

Writ  ten 

Not ic  es 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1«  Factories  in..which 

Sects , 1,2 ,3 ,4  & 6 

83 

4 0 , 

6 

- 

are  to  be  enforced 

by  Local  Authoritie 

s 

2,  Factories  not  incli; 

ded  in  ( 1 ) in  which! 

Section  7 is  enfore'ed 

by  the  Local  Auth'y 

. 14 

5 

- 

- 

l 

3.  Other  premises  under 

the  Act  (excluding 

: out -workers  premises) 

- 

- 

- 

! TOTALS 

97 

45 

6 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFEC  TS  WERE  FOUND. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  district,  but  routino 
visits  have  been  made  to  food  promises.  Whenever  unsound  food  was 
reported  it  was  dealt  with  by  the  issue  of  informal  surrender  notes. 


WATER  SUPPLY 
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The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories 


Refs  C/WW/88. 


66  Victoria  Street, 
London,  S.W.l, 


Analysis  of  a sarrple  of  water  received  on  6,1.48  from  West  Gloucestershire 
Water  Co,  labelled  Shipton  Moyne,  Consumer’s  Tap,  Chlorinated  water. 

Taken  by  C,W,  Hooper.  Witness  - DateL  5.1.48.  10:30am, 


arance:  Very  faint  opalescence  with  a very  slight  flocculent  deposit 
of  iron  oxide. 

Turbidity 

(Silica  Scale.. Less  than  5. 

Colour’  (Hazen)  ...  Nil  Odour  ...  Nil 

Reaction,  pH  Neutral  7.4  Free  Cardon  Dioxide  14 

Electric  conductivity  at  20°C.  615.  Alkalinity  as  CaC03  , .,240 


Calcium  Corbonate 
Magnesium  Carbonate 
Sodium  Carbonate 
Sodium  Sulphate 
Sodium  Chloride 
S ilica 
Difference 


197 

32 

5 

71 

83 

16 

1 


Total  solid  constituents  dried  at  180°C 


4 05 


0. 


cf  Hardness  - Total  235.  Carbonate  (temp):  235.  Non-carbonate  (Perm): 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates:  0.0  Nitrogen  in  Nitrites:  Less  than  0,01. 

Free  Ammonia:  0,20.  (N:0,16)  Free  Chlorine:  0.07 
Albuminoid  Ammonia:  0.000  (N: 0.000)  Oxygen  absorbed  in 

4hrs  . at  27'°G-.  0.00. 

Metals;  Iron:  0,54.  Other  metals  absent. 

Flourine  ( F) : 0.3 . 

^Hardness:  the  precise  figure  calculated  from  calcium  and  magnesium  contents 

1 day  at  37°C  2 days  at  37°C  3 days  at  20 

5 7 7 


Number  of  colonies  developing( 
on  Agar  per  cc.  or  ml  in  ( 


Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction 
Bact,  Coli. 

Cl.welchii  Reaction 

19th  January,  1948, 


Present  In 
Present  in 
Present  in 


Absent  from  100ml 
Absent  from  100ml 
Absent  from  100ml 


Sgd.  Gordon  Miles. 

for  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories 
oooOooo 


The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories 


66  Victoria  Street, 
London.  S.W.l, 


Ref.  No.  C/NM/38. 

Report  on  the  bacteriological  examination  of  a sarrple  of  water  received 
20.9.48  from  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Company  labelled  Shipton  Moyne. 
Consumer’s  house  tap.  Chlorinated  water, 

Date:  20.9.48  11am. 


a t 


Taken  by  C.W,  Hooper.  Witnes 

s 

S ign  ed : 

C .W. 

H o o pe  r . 

1 day  at 

2 days 

at 

3 days  e 

37°C 

3 7°C 

20°C 

No.  of  colonies  developing 

f*n  Agar  per  cc . or  ml  in 

0 

1 

1 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction 

Present  in 

Abs  ent 

f rom 

100  ml 

Bact.  Coli 

Present  in 

- * Absent 

from 

100  ml 

Cl.welchii  reaction 

Present  in 

Absent 

from. 

100  ml 

This  is  a very  satisfactory  sample.  It  is 

clear  a nd 

bright 

in 

appearance  and  of  th  highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity  consistent 
with  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purpos  qs, 

28th  September  1948. 


Sgd:  Gordon  Milos . 


f 


